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Mania from Decayed Teeth. By Dr. Wat. Mendenhall, of Beverly, 
of Anson Co., N. C.—A black boy, about 12 or 14 years of age, was at¬ 
tacked with mania in the month of May 1840, supposed to have arisen from 
overheating in trying to subdue a fire which broke out upon his owner's 
fencing. Cathartics, blistering, cupping and venesection, with many other 
remedies, were tried, which relieved him, in some measure, during the 
greater part of the year 1841. But in January, 1842, he became quite a 
maniac again, and so continued, notwithstanding all the above remedies were 
used, together with shaving the head and the application of cold water, and 
opening the temporal artery, and taking considerable blood. A few weeks 
ago it was discovered that he had two decayed teeth in the upper jaw, one 
on the right, the canine tooth, the other on the left, one of the anterior molars, 
both of which were extracted, since which time he has been quite restored. 
The day before the extraction he escaped from the family, and passed the 
night in the woods, and was caught in the act of running away, after com¬ 
ing near or to the house in the absence of the family. Since that time he 
has regularly attended to business without showing any marks of insanity. 

Exeinon of the upper Maxillary Done. By R. D. Mussey, M. R. &c.— 
Thomas McGillighan. a locksmith, wt. 22, consulted me, in July, 1839, for a 
painful affection of the left side of the face, which had existed about eight 
months. The left nostril was entirely blocked up by an adventitious growth of 
considerable firmness, which extended anteriorly within half an inch of the 
margin of the ala and septum, and posteriorly so tar as to be felt by the finger 
above the floating edge of the soft palate. The ceiling of the mouth, on the left 
side, was pushed downwards, so as to present a slight convexity, and the cheek 
was more prominent than the other. For the pain which extended along the 
alveolar arch, he had several teeth extracted, but without any important relief. 
The general health was not materially affected. As there could be no doubt 
that the tumour sprung from the antrum, and as its progress had been somewhat 
rapid, I recommended the excision of the jaw-bone, as soon as the hot weather 
should subside, and a strict adherence to farinaceous diet, with water and a 
small quantity of milk for drink, which course was faithfully pursued. 

On the 28th of September, 1839, I performed the operation in the following 
manner.—An incision through the integuments, commencing a quarter of an 
inch below the tendon of the orbicularis palpebarum. was carried down by the 
side of the nose, and close to the convex border of the ala, thence horizontally 
to the median line, from which point the upper lip was cut through vertically. 
Another curvilinear incision extended from the angle of the mouth to the outer 
margin of the bony orbit as high as the external canthus. The flap included 
between these incisions was dissected up and thrown upon the forehead, and the 
malar bone was exposed by a horizontal incision of an inch backward along the 
zygoma from the margin of the second incision. An incision on the median 
line from the incisors to the posterior edge of the hard palate, through the lining 
of the arch of the mouth, and another through that of the palate, separating it 
from the palate plate of the palate bone, completed the section of the soft 
parts. By the aid of a saw and bone nippers the bony connections were divided, 
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such as still to impede, in an important degree, the functions of the organ. The 
pronator and supinator muscles being inserted into that bone, rotation was .of 
course very imperfect, and the flexibility of the fore-arm at the point of fracture 
of the radius would hinder the complete ossification of the ulna. It became 
necessary then by some means to endeavour to produce bony union in the radius. 
Pressure, Dr. T. thought too* tedious and uncertain, nor could he contrive any 
satisfactory mode of applying it to this bone, under the particular circumstances 
of the case. The same reasons forbade the use of the seton. He, therefore, 
after consultation with Dr. Pitcher determined to excise the ends of the hone, 
and performed that operation on the 18th of April, “by making an incision 
about four inches long, through the integuments and fascia over the supinator 
longus muscle, dissecting down to the hone carefully on the outer side of that 
muscle, and then removing the fractured extremities of the radius with the tre¬ 
phine. 

The operation was rendered painful and tedious, by the difficulty experienced 
in detaching the pieces of the bone from the interosseous ligament, the wound 
being very deep and narrow. 

The edges of the wound were brought together wilh adhesive straps, and the 
arm secured in pasteboard splints and a roller. The next day there was some 
excitement, and the ann above the elbow was somewhat red and tumefied; on 
the 20th this inflammation was increased and had assumed distinctly, the form 
of phlegmonous erysipelas. The wound looked perfectly well. In a day or 
two the diffuse cellular inflammation suppurated, with the usual accompaniments, 
rigors, burning pains, &c., and was relieved by discharging its pus partly through 
the wound and partly through a counter opening above the elbow. After this the 
patient had two attacks of intermittent fever of the tertian type, both of them re¬ 
producing the swelling and suppuration of the skin and cellular tissue above the 
elbow, and retarding the cicatrization of the wound made in the operation. 

By constant attention to the general health of the patient, union was effected 
by the 31st of May, and on the 17th of June, the external wound was completely 
cicatrised. 

The arm is now about one inch shorter than the other. The radius is per¬ 
fectly straight; the ulna is firmly united at a small angle; the motions of pro- 
nation and supination are performed very well and are daily increasing. 

Femoral Aneurism—Ligature of the External Iliac—Death on the fifth day. By 
W. Power, M. D.—The subject of this case was a stout labourer, aetat. 61. 
The aneurismal tumour was of fifteen months 1 duration, and was situated in the 
right groin immediately below Poupart’s ligament. It was irregularly rounded 
in its form, measuring three and a half by three inches. Its pulsation was evi¬ 
dent to the eye. Compression above the tumour arrested all pulsation. The 
artery for an inch above the tumour felt larger than that of the opposite side; 
the glands of the groin were swollen and hard; the leg was one-third larger than 
that of the left side, of a purplish colour, one degree higher in temperature, often 
affected with cramp, and pain with a sense of numbness over the knee and 
instep. Pulse 80; sounds of the heart clear and distinct; no ossification of the 
arteries at the wrist. General health good. 

On the 19th of July, 1842, ligature of the external iliac artery was performed 
in the method recommended by Cooper at three inches above Poupart’s ligament. 
All pulsation in the tumour ceased upon tightening the ligature. The sides of 
the wound were brought together with two points of suture, and a few adhesive 
straps. 

On the following day, the tumour had decreased one-third in size, was hard 
on its external side, and presented slight pulsation at its inner and upper portion. 

On the 21st the abdomen became tympanitic and pain occurred in the loins 
and right iliac region; bladder irritable; pulse 140, and small. 

On the 22d and 23d. his symptoms were all better, and on the morning of the 
24th, his pulse was 90 and soft, and everything portended a happy result; but 
at one o’clock, immediately after awaking from a sleep, he was found to be de- 
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luffed with blood. This hemorrhage ceased spontaneously, and did not return 
He sunk rapnHy, and d.ed at 7 P. M„ it not being deemed advisable to make 
any effort to secure the vessel as ,t was judged the slightest shock would have 
determined dissolution under the hands of the operator. 

Upon dissection, the peritonitis which had existed was found to have been 
ocal, and was entirely subdued. The artery was found with the ligature around 
it, with an opening immediately under the knot. The two external iliac arte- 
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nor am 1 aware that any bad effects have resulted from it there in a single 
instance. But it must be admitted that its injudicious application may he pro¬ 
ductive of the most disastrous consequences. By the undue pressure which is 
sometimes made by it, inflammation, ulceration and gangrene have followed, 
that have cost the patient his limb, if not his life 
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that time the swelling and pain having in a great measure subsided, a very sim¬ 
ple one was employed. The limb was first covered with a roller from the foot 
to the hip, and a hollow splint was then applied on the under side, extending 
from the nates to the heel. To this were attached two rollers, each two and a 
half yards long, six inches apart, one above and the other below, and these car¬ 
ried above and below the joint were sufficient, with the aid of compresses, to 
keep the fragments of the patella in apposition. Union took place in five weeks; 
passive motion was then gradually given to the joint, so that in two weeks more 
he walked with ease, and could bend his knee, and he was discharged “ well.” 
The bone was united here, as is usual in such cases, by ligament; but this was 
so 9hort that there was no lameness or inconvenience. It is undoubtedly true 
that a ligamentary union in fractures of the patella, is better than that by bone, 
provided the ligament be short, as it is stronger and less liable to interfere with 
the motions of the joint. To effect union in these cases, a simple apparatus, 
with a proper position of the body and limb, seems to be all that is required; at 
any rate, it is more likely to be accomplished in this way than in any other. A 
starch bandage I should not regard as safe and proper in fractures of the patella; 
there is so much swelling for some days, that ulceration, if iot sloughing, will 
probably follow its application if it was made early, and either of these, in such 
a situation, would be of a very serious character.— Ibid. 

Enlargement nf Bursa over Patella. By Geo. Hayward, M. D.—Enlarge¬ 
ment of the bursa over the patella is by no means unfrequent. I have seen 
more cases of it in females than in males. It sometimes comes on spontane¬ 
ously; at others, it is the effect of an injury, not showing itself, however, till 
some days after the injury has been received, and is then discovered at first 
usually by accident; and again it is thought to arise very often in consequence 
of pressure. Hence it is frequently called in England the housemaid’s knee. 

When it is the seat of active inflammation, as it sometimes is, red, hot and 
painful, it should be treated by leeches and cold applications, and these are fre¬ 
quently sufficient to remove it. But ordinarily it is not inflamed. It is a sim¬ 
ple, colourless swelling, without pain, and is inconvenient only from its size 
and situation; though the patient often imagines that the limb of that side is not 
a3 strong as the other. It is certainly desirable to remove it, because it will 
continue to increase in size, and occasionally I have known it to take on a low 
degree of inflammation, which terminated in ulceration, leaving an irritable sore 
that was very difficult to heal. 

A very simple, and in most cases I have found it an effectual mode of treat¬ 
ing these enlarged bursae, is to puncture them so as to drain off all the contents, 
and then apply a blister, keeping it open for ten or twelve days, by means of 
savin cerate, or some other irritating mode of application. But when the swell¬ 
ing has existed for a long time, so that the cyst has become much thickened, 
and its contents changed in character and consistence, this method will not 
always succeed. In such cases the tumour should be punctured, and if it fills 
again, as it usually does, it should be laid open by a free incision. ]t may be 
necessary to insert a piece of lint between the lips of the wound to bring on the 
proper degree of inflammation; should this, however, be excessive, a poultice 
should be applied. I have never seen a case where it was requisite to remove* 
the sac, though it is said that occasionally a cure cannot be effected without it. 

This is a difficulty that cannot be safely tampered with; it is best, I believe, 
in all cases to puncture it in the first instance, though this alone is rarely suffi¬ 
cient to effect a cure. But if more powerful means are adopted at once, a 
degree of inflammation will sometimes come on, extending, perhaps, up the 
whole limb, with such severe constitutional symptoms as to render it trouble¬ 
some, if not alarming. Nothing serious is to be apprehended from a simple 
puncture. , , 

Some years since I introduced a small seton, consisting of two or three 
threads only, through an enlarged bursa over the patella, and though a cure 
was effected by it, the inflammation was so great that I have never been tempted 
to repeat the practice.— Ibid. 
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administration, and half an hoar before my arrival, the tumour disappeared; the 
patient had fallen into a dosing state, and the hernia had spontaneously re¬ 
turned without any effort being made. The medical gentlemen informed me that 
the size of the tumour was that of a cocoa nut: very hard, and so tender that 
touching it caused great agony. 

In all these cases, it will be observed, that depletion had been freely used, 
with nauseating doses of medicines, and the taxis tried and persevered in, as 
long as was prudent, and until the tenderness was such that it could not be 
borne. The use of the opium was accidental, (at least in two nf the cases,) and 
not given with a view to facilitate the return of the hernia, but rather to relieve 
the intolerable agony, while awaiting the arrival of a surgeon. In every in¬ 
stance, the relief was soon after the system began to feel the effects of the doses, 
and before the perfect relaxation which the full effect of opium produces. Ono 
striking effect was observed in all the cases. The patient ceased bracing his 
muscles and straining, which they are apt to do when labouring under stran¬ 
gulated hernia, which produces tension of the abdominal muscles, and greatly 
hinders the return of the protruded bowel. The bleeding and other relaxing 
measures, which preceded the administration of the morphine, no doubt had 
their influence in preparing the system; as I have often observed, that the good 
effects of opium are much more happy subsequent to thorough depletion. To¬ 
bacco injection, I have not myself used in strangulated hernia; 1 have seen it 
used, but I must say, not with that success which impressed me favourably; it 
often produces unpleasant effects; more often, 1 think, than is generally appre¬ 
hended. i should much prefer the narcotism of opium to any other of that cias3 
of remedies; and if it does not succeed, the patient is, from his calmness and 
quietude, admirably prepared for the operation.—-Ye w York Med. Gaz ., March 
30, 1842. 

Alcohol detected in the Brain .—The following case occurred at the Royal In¬ 
firmary, Edinburgh, during the residence of Dr. Lewis there, as House-Surgeon, 
and it is communicated by him to the editors of tho Medical Examiner. 

June, 1840_Waller Smith aged 45, was brought into the Infirmary by tho 

Police, being in a slate of coma, and with a barely perceptible pulse. The 
countenance was pale and turgid; there was a frothy fluid discharging from the 
mouth, and the breath had a strong alcoholic odour. No injury could be delected 
on any part of the body. An emetic was given, and hot applications were made 
to the extremities, but he died in twenty minutes after admission. On inquiry, 
it was ascertained that he had been in habits of extreme intemperance. 

The vessels on the surface of the brain were found on dissection to be more 
than usually filled with black blood, and there was quite an effusion of serum 
under the arachnoid. About an ounce of the same fluid was found in the ven¬ 
tricles. The posterior part of the left lung was gorged with blood, and the 
bronchial tubes contained a considerable quantity of a frothy fluid. The other 
parts were generally healthy. No alcoholic odour could be delected in the brain 
or in any other part of the body. 

As it was probable, but not certain, that alcohol had been the cause of death 
in this case, it was decided to ascertain, if possible, the presence of that sub¬ 
stance by chemical analysis. Dr. Lewis, pursuing the directions of Dr. Percy, 
cut about eight ounces of the brain into slices, and then transferred them into a 
matrass, covering the whole with a small quantity of water. A bent glass tube 
was then adapted to the matrass, and the fluid was distilled over an Argand 
lamp. After a drachm and a half of the liquid was thus distilled, the operation 
was discontinued, and an adequate quantity of subcarbonate of potash, well 
dried, was introduced into the tube, which was then hermetically sealed, and 
the contents well shaken. “The mixture was allowed to settle, and after a 
little while, a Btratum of a very mobile, oily-looking fluid was distinctly ob¬ 
served floating on the saturated solution of potash, separated, however, from it, 
by some ash-coloured flocculi. In order to prove that this supernatant stratum 
was alcohol, it was tested next morning in the presence of Drs. Reid and Low, 
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to the bone. The mouth was immediately opened to near the usual size, and 
the lateral distortion of the jaw much improved. Considerable hemorrhage fol¬ 
lowed, and some extravasation into the cellular substance, which gradually sub¬ 
sided, and the case succeeded well. To prevent union of the muscles as before, 
pieces of soft wood, wedge-shaped, were kept in the mouth during the night, 
and occasionally during the day. 

Hydrated Peroxide of Iron. —Our cotemporarj, the American Journal of 
Pharmacy , for April last, contains an interesting article on this substance, by 
Wm. Proctor, Jr., read at the Pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, Feb. 28th, 1842. 

The following are Mr. Proctor’s conclusions:— 

1st. That hydrated peroxide of iron, even when kept under water, gradually 
decreases in its power of neutralizing arsenious acid. 

2d. That if kept in the form of a thick magma, it will retain its properties 
longer than when mixed with much water. « 

3d. That this decrease in power is probably due to a change in the relative 
proportion of the oxide, and the water chemically combined with it, as well as 
to an alteration in its state of aggregation. 

4th. That from the experiments of Orfila, and others, the dry hydrated oxide 
possesses the power to a considerable extent of neutralizing arsenious acid, and 
it should be used in the absence of the moist and recent preparation. 

• 5th. That hydrated peroxide of iron may be obtained in a state fit for use in 
10 or 15 minutes, by using a solution of the persulphate of iron. And, 

Lastly. That the recent oxide should he used in all cases where it is attain¬ 
able, in preference to that long kept. 

Oxide of Silver. —M. Augustine Duhamel, a very intelligent pharmaceutist 
of Philadelphia, gives in the American Journal of Pharmacy , the following method 
of preparing the oxide of silver, a preparation to which attention has lately been 
drawn in this journal. See Nos. for Jan. 1842, p. 204, and April, p. 464. 

“It is obtained by dissolving silver in nitric acid and precipitating the solu¬ 
tion by caustic potash or lime water; or take, 

Crystallized Nitrate of Silver, 3j. 

Caustic Potash, 5v«j. 

Pure Water, 5 xviij. 

“ Dissolve the nitrate of silver in two or three ounces of the water, and then 
separately the pure potassa in the remainder of the water; mix the two solutions, 
stir with a glass rod, and throw the whole upon a filter: finally, wash the pre¬ 
cipitate from adhering alkali, and dry carefully. The product will be seven and 
a half drs. Oxide of silver is of a brownish gray colour, but becomes darker 
by drying. It is very sparingly soluble in pure water, and exerts an alkaline 
reaction upon litmus reddened by an acid.” 

Ligature of the common Iliac. —This operation has recently been performed by 
Dr. Edward Peace, on a patient in the Pennsylvania Hospital, labouring under 
inguinal aneurism of the right side. Up to the present period, the 28th day, the 
case has gone on favourably, not a single untoward symptom having occurred. 
We are promised a report of the operation. 

Hr. Harris' case of Resection of the Elbow-joint. —The first operation for resec¬ 
tion of the elbow-joint in this country, was performed in June, 1835, by our 
friend Dr. Thomas Harris, who published a full account of the case in our No. 
for Feb. 1837, p. 341 et seq. This paper seems to have been overlooked by one 
of our cotemporaries. 

Substitute for a Warm-bath.— Dr. Hale of Boston, has several times tried the 
following method of bathing for children, and with very pleasant effects. An 
No. VIII.—October, 1842. 44 
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India rubber cloth is to be spread upon the bed; a blanket beinir nevt dinn=a • 
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Emulsion. —Dr. John Starkweather, of Upton, Worcester fn Mac i «. 
cure diseases by the same medicine.-^. JZ'S. *° 





